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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed March 29, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The amendments fail to distinguish over the prior art of record. 

In particular, on page 11 of the reply, Applicant argues that Langford and DuLac do not 
teach or suggest the claimed system wherein the media data, media sources, and the data network are 
digital, such that the claimed workstation renders the received digital media data. Examiner submits 
that DuLac teaches these limitations, as set forth in the claim rejections, below. 

CMm Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1—19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 
5,206,929 to Langford et al. ("Langford"), of record, in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,790,794 to DuLac 
et al. ("DuLac"), of record. 

Regarding Claim 1, Langford discloses a video editing system (See Figure 2) 
comprising a plurality of video sources (50) and a workstation for receiving video cHps (31) 
and displaying them (35). It is inherent in such a video editing system that a method of 
playing media data is facilitated by the editing system. A user creates a playlist (Col. 4, Lines 
32-44) that specifies a first and second clip to be added to the production (Col. 4, Lines 48- 
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57). The user can display these playlist clips (See Figure 9) to preview cuts and scenes. This 
reads on the claimed accessing a playlist wherein the playlist specifies a first and second clip 
to be played. Further, the user may mark "in" and "out" firames of these clips in the playlist 
to specify scenes to cut for inclusion in a finished production (Col. 7, Lines 14-20). The 
software then identifies the groups of frames for each of the edits (Col. 4, Lines 47-57) and 
requests/receives (Col. 5, Lines 4-24) the specified frame-accurate video data from the 
random access video sources (Col. 3, Lines 20-25). This reads on the claimed translating the 
playlist into a plurality of frame accurate requests that specify first and second respective 
frames of the first and second clip, transmitting the requests, and receiving the frames. 
Further, it is inherent in any video editing system that in rendering video frames, a 
predetermined framerate must be implemented and that the final video production will be a 
seamless combination of first and second sets of frames. What is not disclosed, however, is 
that the media data (including the first and second clips) is digital and is stored over a digital 
data network or that the first frame of the second set of frames is received prior to rendering 
of the last frame of the first set of frames. DuLac discloses a video storage system wherein a 
plurality of servers (See Figure 2, 52) store video data (See Figure 3) that is accessible over a 
communications network (See Figure 2, 56) by a client workstation (54). DuLac further 
discloses that it is necessary to maintain a continuous transmission of data at a proper rate in 
order to assure that video display is unintermpted (Col 9, Lines 42-46). Moreover, DuLac 
implements the disclosed system using digital media data stored in digital sources (Col. 3, 
Line 66 - Col. 4, Line 11; Col. 7, Lines 16-19) and transmitting said media via a digital data 
network (Col. 3, Lines 57-65). It is inherent in such real-time network-based data delivery 
systems that data may be buffered on the receiving side in order to ensure smooth playback, 
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such that the first set of frames from the second video source would be received and 
buffered before the last set of frames from the first video source is exhausted. DxiLac is 
evidence that ordinary workers in the art would appreciate the ability to store large amounts 
of digital video data on multiple dedicated server machines accessible over a digital data 
network that can deliver the data in real-time. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skiU in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of 
Langford with the digital network-based storage of DuLac in order to make a vast amount 
of video clip storage available to a plurality of clients in diverse locations. 

Regarding Claim 2, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a method as stated above in 
Claim 1 . Langford discloses that video content may be stored on multiple different sources 
(See Figure 2, 50). Further, DuLac discloses a method wherein multiple servers may be used 
to store video content (See Figure 2). Therefore, the combination of Langford in view of 
DuLac would disclose a first digital data source comprising a first server coupled to the data 
network and a second digital data source comprising a second server coupled to the network. 

Regarding Claims 3 and 4, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a method as stated 
above in Claim 1 . Langford discloses a method wherein the first and second plurality of 
fiame accurate requests each specifies a respective one of said first and second respective 
frames (Col. 4, Lines 47-57). 

Regarding Claim 5, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a method as stated above in 
Claim 1. Langford further discloses the use of a jog control (See Figure 13), which, as is well 
known in the art, is used to control the framerate of the video playback. This reads on the 
claimed method wherein the predetermined framerate is adjustable by a user. 
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Regarding Claim 6, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a method as stated above in 
Claim 1. Langford further discloses a method wherein the media data comprises digital audio 
(Col. 5, Line 25) and digital video (Col. 5, Line 15). 

Regarding Claim 7, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system for playing digital 
media data over a network as stated above in Claim 1 . DxiLac further discloses a cUent 
computer (54) coupled to the digital data network. Langford discloses a client computer (31) 
with a user interface (See Figure 9) for receiving a playUst from a user as stated above. Such a 
system that translates the playlist into a plurality of firame accurate requests must inherendy 
have a playback engine. 

Regarding Claim 8, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system as stated above in 
Claim 7. DuLac discloses a system with first and second servers (See Figure 2) as stated 
above wherein each server comprises data storage (See Figure 3) for storing said first and 
second cUps. 

Regarding Claim 9, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system as stated above in 
Claim 7. Langford discloses a system wherein the user interface (See Figure 9) allows a user 
to specify a beginning frame and ending frame of a cUp to be played as stated above. 

Regarding Claims 10 and 11, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system as stated 
above in Claim 7. Further, a system is disclosed wherein a first and second plurality of frame 
accurate requests each specifies a respective one of the first and second pluraUty of frames as 
stated above in Claims 3 and 4. 

Regarding Claim 12, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system as stated above in 
Claim 7. Further, a system is disclosed wherein the predetermined framerate is adjustable by 
the user as stated above in Claim 5. 
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Regarding Claim 13, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system as stated above in 
Claim 7. Further, a system is disclosed wherein the media data comprises digital audio and 
digital video data as stated above in Claim 6. 

Regarding Claim 14, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a system for playing digital 
media data over a network as stated above in Claim 1 . It is inherent in such a computer- 
based system that a computer readable medium (memory) containing computer readable 
code (software) be disclosed. 

Regarding Claim 15, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a medium as stated above 
in Claim 14. Further disclosed is a system wherein the first and second digital data sources 
comprise a first and second server coupled to the digital data network as stated above in 
Claim 2. 

Regarding Claim 16 and 17, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a mediizm as stated 
above in Claim 14. Further, a system is disclosed wherein a first and second plurality of 
frame accurate requests each specifies a respective one of the first and second plurality of 
frames as stated above in Claims 3 and 4. 

Regarding Claim 18, Langford in view of DioLac disclose a medium as stated above 
in Claim 14. Further, a system is disclosed wherein the predetermined framerate is adjustable 
by a user as stated above in Claim 5. 

Regarding Claim 19, Langford in view of DuLac disclose a medium as stated above 
in Claim 14. Further disclosed is a system wherein the media data comprises digital audio 
and digital video data as stated above in Claim 6. 
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Conclusion 

4. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or Certificate of 
Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8(a). The certification may be included with all correspondence 
concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of mailing or transmission under 37 
CFR 1.8(a). Proper use of this procedure wiU result in such communication being considered as 
timely if the established date is within the required period for reply. The Certificate should be 
signed by the individual actually depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual 
who, upon information and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the 
normal course of business by another no later than the date indicated. 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, Fax No. ( ) - on . 

Pate) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 

Registration Number: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning facsimile 
transmissions and mailing, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
shodd be directed to Christopher M. Lambrecht whose telephone number is (571) 272-7297. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Miller can be reached on M-F at (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpubUshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would Uke 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher M. Lambrecht 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 
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